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B ig Rapids- Berta Lou Griffin, 77, passed away suddenly on Saturday, January 15,

2011, at home with her loving husband at her side. She is now at peace in the
arms of her Heavenly father. Berta Lou was born in Missouri on October 18, 1933.

She was the daughter of Niels and Ruby Johansen, who preceded her in death. She

married James Bowman in 1962 and together they raised six children, until Jims
death in 1967. Berta Lou did her best to raise six young children as a single widow and

endured many struggles. Her strength, determination, tenacious spirit, faith and love
for her family always sustained her. After her children were raised, Berta Lou met the

man who shared the rest of her life with, Sardis Griffin. They married on April 20,

1974, together they shared 37 wonderful years of marriage and friendship. Those that
knew Berta Lou, knew that she was a strong willed character and sometimes jus a

character. Those that touched her life in her later years that meant so much to her
were her neighbors from Jennings Trailer Park that she enjoyed and loved-who

watched out for her during her trying and good times, her Tuesday night Tops group

that provided a social night out, and last but not least, her Church family, Third
Avenue United Methodist Church. Her death will leave a void in the lives of those she

knew and loved. Berta Lou would want that void to be filled with wonderful
memories of times she enjoyed with each and every one whos life she touched. Berta

Lou was a hard worker and a loyal employee. Nowhere is this more evident than in
her 25 years of service as a school bus driver for Morley-Stanwood Community

Schools. She loved her job and she loved "her kids", as she called the hundreds of

students that were lucky enough to have a seat on her bus. Her students will no doubt
remember her with a smile as they reflect on her "tough" but "fair" approach to

driving the bus! She loved taking extra trips to sporting events and enjoyed cheering
on her Mohawks! She touched many lives in ways she never knew. The world is a

better place for having known Berta Lou. Berta Lou leaves behind a large and loving

family, including her husband, Sardis; her six children, Tim (Janet-deceased)
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Bowman, Sandy (Darrell) Crandell, Terry (Cathy) Bowman, Vicky (Blaine) Rocky,

Barry Bowman and Craig (Vicky) Bowman, five step-children Cheryl Conley
(deceased),Evon (Sonney-deceased) Fetteryly, Robin (Phil) Fair, Terry Griffin,

Donald(Dianne) Barker.She is also survived by 25 grandchildren, several great-
grandchildren and great-great grandchildren; brother Niels (Sherry) Johnansen;

Berta Lou was preceded in death by her parents and the father of her children, James

Bowman. Funeral services will be 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 19, 2011 at the
Mohnke Funeral Home in Big Rapids with Reverend Mike Riegler officiating. Berta

Lous family will greet friends on Tuesday from 5-8 p.m. at the funeral home and
from 1:00 p.m. until service time on Wednesday. Interment will be at Highland View

Cemetery in the spring. Memorial contributions may be made in Berta Lous

memory to Third Avenue United Methodist Church or Hospice of Michigan.
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Tribute Wall Berta Lou Griffin

EJ Edna  Johnson posted:

I had a reading of Craig's letter to everyone. It touched our hearts when reading about the BIG

boat !! You kids were all fairly little when we left the river house when Herb took a traveling job

with Tyler Refrigeration Company. We bought the two

January 31 at 8:00 PM

LC Lillian Cain posted:

I was fortunate to see Berta Lou in a store just a few weeks ago. It was always great to see her

and chat. She was always friendly and interesting to talk with. She was missed after retiring from

the school. You all have my deepest sympathy as I'm sur

January 18 at 8:00 PM

BR Brianrose posted:

My memories of Berta Lou are from the beginning of being old enough to play at neighbors. Her

yard-was the neighborhood play yard and she was the neighborhood mom. We played baseball

and swang on the big swing set. Fished and swam off the dock. In the win

January 17 at 8:00 PM

MV Mark Vanderlist posted:

I have great memories of Berta Lou when she drove bus for Morley-Stanwood Community

Schools. As the principal of the Education Center at that time, I met with her often when she

dropped students off at the building. She was kind and fair, but ran a very

January 17 at 8:00 PM

SH Shawnjmacfarlane posted:

My sincere and heartfelt condolences for your loss. Shawn MacFarlane Paris, MI

January 16 at 8:00 PM
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BR Brunnenmiller  posted:

Many good memories of the many years we knew Berta Lou as one of the "River Rats". When our

family gets together and we go down memory lane Berta Lou comes into the conversation on the

many adventures on the bus. She could maintain the kids and

January 16 at 8:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Berta by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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